
Today I’ve chosen a traditional
Spanish song that became popular
during the Mexican revolution of
1910-20.  It’s one of those songs
that everyone knows when they
hear it, yet few today would be
able to give you it’s title... which
is ‘La Cucaracha’ (or ‘The
Cockroach’).

The Easiest Keyboard
Collection version suggests using a

rumba rhythm, so I began by working my way
through the rumba styles in both the Ballroom and
Latin style categories.  Not surprisingly I eventually
plumbed for the Spanish Rumba (Latin category) which
is a far cry from the gentle seductive dance we often
see on the tv programme ‘Strictly’.  

In fact it’s default tempo of 110 bpm is rather too
upbeat for the song - but slowed to a steadier 90 bpm
it matches well with the various clips I found of ‘La
Cucaracha’ on You Tube.

Having selected the Spanish Rumba style and adjusted
the tempo, you could just press One Touch Setting
(OTS) button 4 for an almost perfect registration .  No
need to go further then... but, of course, we will!

During my search for an appropriate style I’d also tried
the One Touch Settings provided with the Guitar
Rumba style (also located in the Latin category).  

Fig.2 shows the screen when OTS3 is selected.  As
you can see, it’s a very similar setting to the OTS4 of
the Spanish Rumba style illustrated in fig.1.  Personally
I think the Guitar Rumba OTS has the edge, possibly
because of the S.Art2 effect that is built into the
Trumpet sound in the Right1 voice part.

Ideally then, I want to take the OTS3 voice mix from the
Guitar Rumba style and put it with the Spanish Rumba
style instead.  So let’s do that...

1 Choose the Guitar Rumba, then select the OTS3 
button.  Your screen should look as shown in fig.2.    

2 Now select the Spanish Rumba style but don’t press
any other buttons yet.  
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AAlltthhoouugghh  ttooddaayy’’ss  ssoonngg  ccrrooppppeedd  uupp  qquuiittee  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  iinn  ccaarrttoooonnss  wwhheenn  II  wwaass  yyoouunngg  II’’vvee  nneevveerr  kknnoowwnn  aannyytthhiinngg
ooff  iitt’’ss  hhiissttoorryy  aanndd  wwaass  ssuurrpprriisseedd  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  tthhaatt  aann  eeaarrllyy  vveerrssiioonn  ooff  iitt’’ss  llyyrriiccss  ddaatteess  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  GGrraannaaddaa  WWaarr  iinn  tthhee
llaattee  11440000ss..    TThhee  vveerrssiioonn  wwee  hhaavvee  ttooddaayy,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  iiss  nnoonn-ppoolliittiiccaall  aanndd  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  bbee  mmoorree  ooff  aa  cchhiillddrreennss’’
nnuurrsseerryy  ssoonngg..    AAss  aallwwaayyss  ppaaggee  ffiivvee  hhaass  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  ffrreeee  ddoowwnnllooaaddss  ooff  tthhiiss  aanndd  ootthheerr  rreeggiissttrraattiioonnss  aanndd  aa  YYoouuTTuubbee
ddeemmoo  ooff  tthhee  ssoonnggss  II  uussee  wwiillll  bbee  ppoosstteedd  oonn  mmyy  YYoouu  TTuubbee  cchhaannnneell..
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3 Reduce the tempo from 110 to 90 bpm.

4 Save this setting to Registration Memory button 1.  
The screen should look as illustrated in fig.3.

We’ll use the Harmony feature to produce the effect of
duetting trumpets.  Press [DIRECT ACCESS] followed
by [HARMONY/ARPEGGIO] and, when the Harmony
page opens, set the controls as shown in fig.4.

Check that the feature is turned on and that ‘Harmony’
is highlighted in the Category column, and that
‘Standard Duet 1’ is selected in the Type column.

Then tap the cog icon at the bottom right of the screen
to open the ‘Detail’ window (fig.5). 

Again, set the controls as shown in fig.5, increasing the
Volume level of the harmony notes generated by the
feature to maximum and selecting ‘Right2’ in the
Assign area (so that the harmony notes will only be
added to the Right2 voice).  

Finally, check that the [OTS LINK] button is switched

off before selecting Style Main Variation D and save the
registration again to Registration Memory button 1 -
overwriting the content you saved earlier with the
updated version.

Registration 2 

It’s easy to make a second registration because we
simply trim down the first one.  So, select Registration
Memory button 1 and switch off the Right2 and Right3
voice parts (fig.6).

Now (again checking that the [OTS LINK] button is
switched off) change the Main Style Variation from D to
B.  This will lighten the backing and make room for the
Trumpet voice in Right1 to be heard as a solo voice.

Store this ‘new’ registration in Registration Memory
button 2.

Note:  For my own registrations (and for your free
software download) I changed the reverb from ‘Real
Medium Hall +’ to ‘Real Large Hall +’ and added a
tough of delay effect to the solo trumpet.  These
changes were made in the instrument’s Mixer’ and are
purely optional of course.  

In performance

You might enjoy the Spanish Rumba’s fun Intro 2 to
open the song.  If you prefer though you could simply
play a couple of bars using one of the style’s main
variation parts. 

Use Registration 1 for the song’s chorus.  This is the bit
with the lyric “La cucaracha, la cucaracha, running up
and down the house...”

Then switch to Registration 2 for the verse... “Then one
day when cook was baking, wondered he ‘what is she
making?’”

Ending 3 doesn’t really fit the tune but you might try
Ending 2 for a rounded professional close.  Or, for a
simple finish, choose Ending 1.    
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